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Editorial

The quality of education in our schools and its critical role in building a nation is an often discussed
topic these days. What is never denied, but often forgotten is the fact that the teacher is the most important
factor in making this possible. No amount of buildings, technology or even books can replace the teacher.

As it can be expected, shaping the cititzens of tomorrow is no easy task. The teacher is expected to
be able to understand the unique qualities of the children under her care, arouse their curiosity, encourage
them and be a role model. Her role doesn’t end there. She is also collaborating with her colleagues and
engaging parents and the community at large in contributing to the children’s education.

The classroom throws new challenges to the teacher and everyday pushes the limits of what she
knows and can do. A great teacher is theone who 1s aware of these demands and is always honing her craft.

Daunting as this task may seem, it becomes easier when teachers are able to talk to each other and
share their challenges, their triumphs and ideas with each other. The joumey becomes easier when you
are in the company of fellow travelers moving towards the same destination. What you have now in your
hands are the experiences of other travelers like you - treading the same path, facing vexing questions and
discovering new ways to overcome challenges each day.

It gives us great pleasure to bring to you the inaugural edition of “Disaimaani”.

The discussions in this magazine are focused on different aspects of education that are relevant to a
teacher

« Reflections on teacher as a professional - what is his role in shaping the citizens of tomorrow
«  Curriculum, subject and pedagogy

» Perspective on the deeper purpose of education in society, the psychology of learning and how it
informs teaching learning practices, and develop its linkages with society.

We would be delighted to hear your feedback, receive your articles or just have you drop by fora cup
of coftee.

Happy reading, happy teaching!

Team Disaimaani
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Language is a tool for communication. Teach-
ing language to a child refers to enabling the child
with a very handy tool. The child learns the mother
tongue by listening to his/ her parents and other
people around. The child picks up that language
from his surroundings where it 15 used meaning-
fully. He uses the language freely with confidence.
The mistakes are usually “cherished” (and not
blamed) by the parents and elders. They are cor-
rected subtly. As they grow up, they become profi-
cient and by the time they come to school, they es-
tablish themselves as “linguistic adults”. They use
the language accurately and its functions flexibly.
In short the child develops as a linguistic adult with
the help of the perfect learning environment.

On the contrary, when we introduce a foreign/
second language (here, English) to him, there is
very little opportunity for listening to that language.
People around him do not speak this language flu-
ently. Children are deprived of ample exposure to
this language. The fear free environment available
to the child while acquiring the mother tongue is
missing in the case of English language acquisition.
Many a time, errors made by the learners are looked
upon as serious mistakes. This makes the learner
hesitant to further leamn the language. The teacher
is the sole source who can expose the children to
English in government schools especially in rural
areas. More over the time span for the exposure is
also very short.

Teaching English at the Primary level, indeed,
is a challenging task. English, being a foreign lan-
guage 1s a new area for the child who 1s entering the
school. In schools where the medium of instruction
is in the mother tongue and English is taught as a
subject, the teacher has a limited 45 minutes per
day alone for teaching English, within which she/
he has to teach all the skills in that language.

At the same time, we can’t conclude that our

children do not have enough exposure to English at
all. Many of their favorite cartoons are in English
and they do watch them with passion.

[T the teacher is creative and bold enough, she/
he can use many out-of-the textbook materials m
his/ her English classrooms. If the focus shitts from
‘completing the syllabus’, to imparting skills, it
will give more freedom to the teacher and the child
to engage in a teaching- learning session, more
meaningfully.

It is essential to help the child to listen more to
English at the Primary level. At this stage, impor-
tance should be given to listening and speaking. For
this, the teacher has to use English in the classroom.
She/ he need not bother too much whether the chil-
dren understood everything completely while
speaking to them in English. Her/ his aim should be
to create an atmosphere where English is meaning-
fully used very often. Slowly and steadily, the chil-
dren will understand what the teacher is saying.
The children, in turn, will try to use some of the
words/ phrases/ sentences by imitating his/ her
teacher.

While teaching English, we should keep mn
mind not to teach letters/ words in isolation; but
should teach them in appropriate context. Therefore
instead of teaching the spelling of ‘pen’, show the
child a pen, then say “a pen” and then take her
through the alphabet connection. Again, introduce
the next word in relation with the context. For ex-
ample, classroom objects together, in connection
with each other. Let the child see, listen, read and
recognize them simultaneously. This will ensure a
complete learning and comprehension. If the class
is mteractive, then the learning will be long lasting.

Let us introduce ditferent skills and sub-skills
together. Let us not lock them up in separate water-
tight compartments. For example, while introduc-
ing the vocabulary ‘pen’, the teacher can show the



pen ask a few questions on it (about its colour, size,
brand, etc.). Then connect it with other classroom
objects such as pencil, paper, chalk and blackboard.
When we contextualize the learning in this manner,
the child will be able to grasp better. Even if the
child may not understand all that we say, they will
still be able to figure out the meaning from the con-
text.

I still remember my 39 Standard English
teacher who used to use English frequently in our
class. We listened to him and grasped the meaning
from the context. My point here is, it is essential to
create opportunities for the children to listen to
English.

I have also tried taking real life objects (vege-
tables, fruits etc.) to my young learners while teach-
ing them names of fruits and vegetables. I believe
that when the child is able to see, feel, smell and
taste them, they will be able to remember the vo-
cabulary associated with them for a longer period.

One of the constraints with the teacher is that,
she has to complete the syllabus in the given strin-
gent schedule. While attempting to do so, many a
times teaching become a monotonous activity and
learning a tedious experience. The question is how
can we make learning a memorable and effective
experience?

Some of the strategies which could help the
young leamners to leamn more effectively are listed
below:

Begin the class with an interesting story/
rhyme:

The teacher could begin each class with a sto-
ry. She need not even complete the story in one
class; rather she could break it and stretch it for an-
other day / days. Then the enthusiasm of the child
will be aroused. They will wait for the English class
with excitement and curiosity. This is an effective
way to enhance the listening skills of the learners.

She can also bring teaching aids such as pic-
tures and charts depicting the story and even moti-
vate her learners to draw the second part/ next stage
of the story after listening,

Contextualized and meaningful repetition:

The teacher can give model sentences whose
meaning could be conveyed through actions and
gestures and through context. She / he must repeat
them, so that the child could listen to them and in-

ternalize them meaningtully.

Teacher (with gestures- pointing him/ herself):
“I am Raghu” (repeating-3 or 4 times) “what is
your name?” (Pointing at a child). If the child re-
peats “‘l am Raghu” the teacher need not explicitly
correct it; but could give the correct version,

The teacher can build on the first response and
ask many related questions, gradually.

Dramatic Monologue

Teacher can tell a story using “dramatic mono-
logue’. In this teacher takes the role of a character
in the story /poem and tries to act out the charac-
ter’s actions. Smce the teacher is alone, dramatic
monologue could be a useful technique. The child
in turn will try to listen and repeat. Thus, listening
and speaking skills can be enhanced through this
activity.

Eg: ©° Kaa.. kaaa.... Who is making that
noise?”” *7 Oh is it you, Mr. Crow?”

“Why are you crying?”’
1 see, you are thirsty.”

“Okay... what would vou do if you are
thirsty?”

“Olkay... okay...so will you drink water?”
The teacher can develop this monologue fur-

ther.

Rhyme Game

Another useful activity can be singing short
and meaningful rhymes in groups. Instead of mo-
notonous repetition, the teacher could familiarize
the students with the thymes and then ask the stu-
dents to form different groups. One line can be sung
by each group and it could be converted into a sim-
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ple game. The teacher can even change the lines in ~ Word Anthakshari

between to ensure all of them sing all the lines. After the children become familiar with

Rearranging jumbled pictures and narrating some English words, the teacher could play
the story “‘word Anthakshari’ in the classroom.
This could even be conducted as a game or com-
petition. The children can be divided in to groups
and the first group can utter a word. The next
group has to tell a word starting with the ending
letter of the word that the first group had uttered.
This could continue as a chain game.

Comprehending and rearranging the jumbled
pictures to construct a meaningful story and narrat-
ing the story 1s an interesting language activity to
enhance comprehension and speaking skills. Ini-
tially this could be a guided speaking activity where
the teacher could help the children by providing
necessary vocabulary here and there.

Conclusion

The more the learner is fascinated by the
magic of the language, the better she acquires it
naturally. The more interesting her English lan-
guage classes are, the easier she grasps the nu-
ances of the language. Therefore, the teacher
should try to bring in as many interesting lan-
guage activities as possible in her English class-
room and these activities should be presented in
meaningtul contexts in the classroom. This will
result in an ever-memorable learning experience.

&




“... if the difference berween plants and ani-
mals lies in the fact that the former are rooted to the
earth, while the latter can move about, why should
we wish to check a child’s movements?”

Maria Montessori
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CLASSROOM PROJECTS ON GEOMETRY &

NUMBER OPERATIONS
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o, Reddiarpalayam &
El o] @@@‘4 '@.@%j

[ am a Trained Graduate Teacher in mathemat-
ics. In my class room experience, while teachzing
constructions in geometry, | often find that students
don’t bring their geometry instruments boxes to the
class. This problem exists from middle to high
school. Students lose their geometry instruments
often, lend them to others or sometimes many chil-
dren play and hide them. As a result of this, I felt
that T should find a simple, inexpensive way to
solve this problem. So, I decided to improvise by
using overhead projector sheets and hair pins and
devise them into geometry instruments sets.

In the present curriculum students are encour-
aged to do projects. So I planned to take this as an
opportunity to carry out a geometry project with the
students from the 6" to the 9" Std. T have also car-
ried out projects on operations such as addition. I
have simple teaching learning materials that will
help students understand the addition of integers.

A) Project Title: Haindmade Geometry In-
struments Set

Objective: To make a ruler, protractor, set
squares from OHP sheets and divider & compass
from hairpins)

Materials needed: OHP Sheets, Two hair
pins, one small pencil, and one rubber band.

Procedure:
To make Ruler, Set squares and Protractor:

e Take an OHP Sheet and a micro tip marker
pen.

M (ST EE

To get the same and accurate measure trace the
measures of scale, set squares and protractor on the
OHP Sheet. (There may be minor parallax ertors,
my aim is to help children understand the proper
usage of these instruments)

e Cut out the drawn figures.
To make a compass and divider:
e Take a long and flexible hair pin.

¢ Tie¢ one end of the hair pin with a pencil.
( Use a rubber band to
make it tight ) i [l

¢ Now the handmade l :
geometry instruments set ( ! (
is ready to use. || |

< [105%

Outcomes:

e [t won't break or tear as it is made up of
plastic sheet.

e Each student prepares these instruments by
their own effort and hence they take more
care to keep them safe,

e FEasy to make.

e Weightless and don’t occupy a lot of
space.

Solved example by using the handmade geometry
tools

Construct a triangle ABC with measures
AB=7¢m, BC=8 cm and angle B=60 degrees.

ach of the following steps are drawn in a
separate OHP sheet to show the sequence of
constructing a triangle,

Step 1: Ruler made out of OHP sheet

fm
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Step 2: Protractor made out of OHP sheet I the steps are properly drawn on OHP sheets,
e ‘ after arranging the sheets it looks like this:
."%‘j, %, 90 ’,‘?s’;”, , c
R
Step 3 A =]

If the steps are not drawn properly on OHP

sheets, after arranging the sheets it looks like this
A\

=, [

Arrange the sheets in a proper sequence:

0

B) Projects by using handmade geometry
Step 5 tools:

Project Title: Theorem proving model

Objective: The tools that have been made by
the students can now be used for various purposes
such as proving various theorems.

Materials Needed: OHP Sheets, 360 degree
protractor made by OHP sheet or a CD, drawing
pins, thread and other required stationary.

Step 6: Constructed triangle

C

Bem Procedure:
STEP 1: Draw a circle in the OHP sheet.

STEP 2: Make twelve holes (say) on the cir-
7em 60 _ cumtference of the circle (equally distributed) and
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one hole in the center by using a punching machine.

To construct equally distributed points on the
circumference draw a radius of any length, mark a
point on the circumference. Keep the 360 degree
protractor on the radius and measure 30 degree
(since 360/12 = 30) and mark the corresponding
point on the circumference. Now measure 60
degrees by keeping the protractor on radius and
mark the corresponding point on the circumference.
Following this procedure for angles 90,120 degrees
etc. We will be able to construct 12 points on the
circumference which are equally distributed.

STEP 3: Paste the sheet on a wooden board or
thick card board.

STEP 4: Pierce a drawing pin on each hole.
The setup 1s ready to prove the theorems.
Theorems that can be proved by using this model:

Theorem 1: The sum of the angles in a trian-
gle is equal to 180 degrees.

Theorem 2: The angle subtended at the center
of the circle by an arc is twice the angle subtended
at any point on the circumference.

Theorem 3: The angle made in the semicircle
is 90 degrees.

Theorem 4: The sum of opposite angles in a
cyclic quadrilateral is 180 degrees.

Theorem 5: The angles made on the circum-
ference of the circle by the same chord of the circle
are equal.

Theorem 6: Tangent chord theorem

Example: The sum of the angles in a triangle
is equal to 180 degrees.

Procedure:

» Take a thread or a rubber band and fix
them in such a way that it forms a triangle
as shown above,

+  Measure the angles of the triangle by us-
ing the 360 degree protractor fixed on the
circumference of the triangle.

*  Sum up the angles and you get exactly 180
degrees.

Now choose any other three points and sum up
the angles and we get exactly 180 degrees, similar-
ly we can prove all other theorems.

Project title: Addition of integers

I have also carried out simple projects based
on integers that can captivate the attention of chil-
dren and also support their understanding of addi-
tion of integers. This can also be used to understand
the subtraction of integers.

Model 1

,4,3,,,1l1?345

Materials Needed:
Chart board, Chart, Roller (made of paper).

Omne rotation of the roller = Distance between
the numbers.

Procedure:

*  Draw a number line on the chart as shown
in the figure.

» Place the rolleron - 0 °.

« For positive numbers rotate towards the
right.

* For negative numbers rotate towards the
left.

Example: -3 +5

* Rotate three times towards left, the roller
will reach -3.

« Rotate five times towards right from -3

rollers will reach 2.

Model 2

« For -, step backward. 1

Example: -3 +6
B

Procedure:
« Stand on the step 0.

* For +, step forward.

« For -3, step down three steps you
will be standing on step -3



b A Hemgiomreofl |

«  For +6, step up three steps you will be
standing on +3 that is the answer.

Note:

We can also carry out this activity by using the
clock to explain addition/subtraction of numbers.

e For + rotate clock wise direction.

¢ For - rotate anti clock wise direction.

Result: My students now use these handmade
instruments in all of my geometry classes. Students
no longer waste their time in borrowing instru-
ments. It is very useful and inexpensive. It has
turned out to be engaging and fun for the children.
It has also enriched their creativity. It has been use-
ful in teaching various concepts in triangles and
circles. The TLMs on the concept of using number
lines has helped children in having a better under-
standing of magnitude, order relations and opera-
tions.

Conclusion: I am satisfied that all students are
learning by using the instruments for constructing
geometric figures. [ also suggest using OHP sheets
in teaching other subjects like science and social
studies. We can bring out some small animations by
using OHP sheets. I am also using OHP sheets
while teaching Venn diagram Concepts. Those who
are not handling OHP projectors can still use OHP
sheets to malke similar TLMs. Proper usage of these
TLMs in class room can support teaching, and also
help in bringing the children’s interest towards any
topic or subject. %
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GREEN SCHOOLING

e

Tell me and I'll forget;
Show me and I may remember;
Involve me and I'll understand.

- Chinese proverb.

Humans have always been curious about the
world around them. The inquiring and imaginative
human mind has responded to the wonder and awe
of nature in different ways. One kind of response
from the earliest times has been to observe the
physical and biological environment carefully, look
for any meaningful patterns and relations, make
and use new tools to interact with nature, and build
conceptual models to understand the world. This
human endeavor is called science.

The present curriculum emphasizes on
learning by doing. It is now accepted as the basis of
science education. The activities incorporated in
science teaching are for open-ended investigation.
It enriches the perspective of the students and
promotes learning simultaneously, With a view in
making science learning an effective one and also

Nelli

M. Selva Coumar
Govt. High School
Alankuppam.

to teach the children about ditferent components of
nature, a school herbal garden, butterfly garden and
a compost pit has been created in the Government
High School, Alankuppam.

School Garden:

In our science curriculum, from primary to
secondary level there are many lessons which deal
with plants, animals, and the different types of
ecosystems. We call our school garden a herbal
garden, (while planning for a school garden we
decided to keep herbal plants along with
ornamental plants to teach science as well as to
teach the medicinal value of the plants) it offers the
students the opportunity to learn science far more
effectively and also enriches the traditional
knowledge about the medicinal values of plants.
Plants are gifts of our Mother Nature. They play an
indispensable role in our day to-day life. Plants are
used not only as food, but also as medicines to cure
many diseases.

Most of us have memories of our grand

ulasl

Fig.1.Some of the medicinal plants that grow in our herbal garden.



mothers magically treating us of cold, cough,
stomach and headaches and fevers by giving us
herbal medicines, purely made out of plants,
instead of taking us to the doctors. These simple
medicinal practices carried out by our families for
several generations tells us about the deep
knowledge that our elders had about traditional
medicines.

It is true that from ancient days, plants are
being used to cure several diseases in our country.
These herbal plants grow naturally in forests,
mountains and hills and some are found on the road
sides. For example, Thuthuvalai (Pea
egg plant) cures cold and cough; Kheezhanelli or
Kheezh Kai nelli (Carry me seed) can cure jaun-
dice; Vembhu (Neem) destroys intestinal worms,
Nelli (Ghoose berry) cures mouth ulcer & regulates
body temperature; Thulasi (Holy
basil} cures cold cough and fever and Karpuravalli
(Country borage) increases sweating and cures fe-
ver.

Using the school garden as a teaching aid, the
students understand the concepts more clearly
(e.g. the curriculum of VI Std. has a chapter on
medicinal plants and the VII Std. has a chapter on
stem modifications). When the topic of medicinal
plants or any other plant related topic comes up, we
take the students to the garden and we explain the
various parts of the plant or different concepts
using real specimens that are available in the
garden. For e.g to teach parts of a flower we
sequentially remove the flower parts starting from
the outer whorls to the inner whorls (from
accessory parts to reproductive parts) and this
practical knowledge gained supports students’
understanding much more than just theoretical
knowledge. Students learn all aspects of the life
cycle of a plant, types of food chains, and their
importance in an ecosystem. Further projects can
be done (IX Std. and X Std.) where children
identity the botanical names based on
characteristics of the medicinal plants and also
identify their uses. The herbal gardens educate the
children about where their food and medicines
come from and they begin to appreciate nature for
the food, shelter and medicines it provides.

Further, we have noticed that some slow
learners have begun to understand botany lessons
more easily than before because they get chance to
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see live specimens and to study their
characteristics. This helps the students to remember
the concepts clearly. For e.g. some of these children
who would never attempt any questions trom some
of these lessons in their exams are now attempting
to answer the questions due to the fact that they are
able to make a clear visual connection between the
concept and what they have seen. The gardening
activities have also increased the sensitivity of the
students to contribute more towards the
conservation of nature, water, and power. It has
been noticed that in large school gatherings, where
students from many schools participate, our
students, without being told or being supervised,
act quite consciously without damaging any plants
that they see around them.

Butterfly Garden:

Butterfly Garden is a garden aimed at creating
an environment that attracts butterflies, as well as
certain moths. In our school there are some wild
variety of host plants which attracts butterflies.
Class VII student have the life cycle stages of
insects as part of their curriculum. In order to fully
understand the stages they are asked to explore the
garden with the teacher and identity these different
stages by connecting to what they have already
learnt.

The butterfly garden helps the students to
study about different species of butterflies, their
different stages of growth and their role in
pollination.

Fig 2. Group of butterflies and a single butterfly
and moths as seen in the butterfly garden.

Compost Pit

Burying organic waste material underground
1s an easy and inexpensive way to create valuable
compost. Compost is organic matter that has
been decomposed and recycled as a fertilizer. At the
simplest level, the process of composting simply
requires making a heap of wetted organic matter
(leaves and remains of plants) and waiting for the
materials to break down into humus after a period
of weeks or months.
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The compost pit is used in school to produce
natural fertilizers from the plant wastes generated
in the school campus which is then added to our
gardens. This bio fertilizer enriches the soil fertility
without changing the soil’s chemical and biological
nature. This helps us in making the school a litter
free zone. This process adds value to the other
spheres of environmental conservation such as
reducing non degradable substances, reuse of
energy, and knowledge about waste management.
This journey towards environmental awareness has
provided a substantial outlook to students.

™ ‘:ﬁ o

Fig 3. Our students creating compost pits

Obviously, the School Gardening Project has
helped the students in cultivating leadership skills,
discipline and evolving/ developing a better out-
look towards curriculum and environment. The stu-
dents are divided into teams with team leaders and
other office bearers like, deputy leaders. They are
assigned to take attendance of their teams and del-
egate work such as weeding, watering, manuring
etc. This 1s done on a rotational basis. It has been
noticed that this work is carried out responsibly and
the students work well together. This project pro-
vides an alternative space outside the classroom
where learning happens in a different manner. No
doubt, involving students in the Green Schooing
project has led them to acquiring an attitudinal
change towards loving Mother Nature. ®

With special thanks to
Ms. J.Akila, R Ramani,
& A M. Parameswari, TGT (Science)
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EDUCATION AND VALUES

“Vidhya Tadhathi Vinayam
Vinayam Tadhathi Patrathaha "-Neethi Sastra

Education imparts not only knowledge but
also values. Knowledge and values are two sides of
the same coin which are indispensable and required
to build one’s character. Everyone agrees that
schools should nurture good values and attitudes in
students. Leamning about values is not a matter of
just teaching them to the students, it is about
helping them explore the need and the impact of
values on their own. Our schools and teachers
should be able to identify and encourage values in
students for their well-being. Just attending classes,
reading textbooks and writing exams is not enough
for a student. This cannot guarantee the quality ofa
citizen.

Decades ago, when joint families were
characteristic of our society, there was a strong
heritage of instilling values within the family, and
they were passed on from one generation to
another. In recent times, due to several societal
factors the joint family system has now become
nuclear. While in some cases there are parents that
consciously try to inculcate values in their children,
there are those cases where families are falling
apart, and there is little room for the child to learn
values that will develop him into a responsible
citizen of tomorrow.

Education is that one space where individuals
can consciously work towards positively impacting
young minds. Teachers have the opportunity of not
only teaching subjects to children but also of
contributing to the mental and emotional
development of these children by focusing on
ethical , moral, aesthetical and social values. Values
can become an integral part of every class, subject
and activity. Education then becomes more holistic.
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Values in the classroom context:

a) One needs to remember that value educa-
tion is not value imposition:

By imposition, the teacher may be able to
teach a value but the learner will not live the value
(NCERT). Therefore the teacher’s approach should
be that of creating an awareness, enabling the child
to discern, critically analyze and use sound
Judgment. Only when the child is able to do this,
will the process of imbibing values become more
natural. As outlined by NCERT, the teacher’s role
in value education 1s outlined as follows:

1) to facilitate the learners awareness

2y to help them examine their choices and
preferences

3) enable them to have a dialogue on value issues

4y expand their ways of looking at things and
understanding situations and events

3) act according to their well thought and
responsible decisions.

b) Every class is a value education class:

Values can never be taught in isolation. They
have to be integrated in every form of learning
within the classroom on in the school. Every
subject and text book should identify areas that can
develop certain values relevant to the learner. Only
then can there be a more natural process of
imbibing these values for the child.

¢) Subject teaching as a medium for value
education:

Social sciences should be able to promote
values related to secularism, socialism and
democracy. Geography teaches about unity in
diversity. History teaches about the greatest
struggles and achievements of mankind. EVS
creates an awareness of the world around,
sensitizing the learner about the world he lives in.
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Mathematics elicits precision, patience, analytical

thinking. Science triggers curiosity and critical
thinking. Languages become the medium of
expression, exploration and creativity. There is no
limit to how subjects can be made as value
imparting tools.

Experience in our school with value
education:

As value education plays a very important role
for me and my school, we try to achieve this by
having a system ingrained in values. During
assembly the Head Teacher with usual announce-
ments narrates a moral story to the students. The
students are asked to remember 6 basic rules to

This continuous effort has had a positive im-
pact on students which has been elucidated below:

* Students began to keep their class rooms and
campus clean.

« They used a waste paper basket in and around
the class rooms and no littering was seen any-
where in the premises.

*  Students were on time.

* Students cultivated the habit of maintaining si-
lence in the classroom when they were transi-
tioning between two periods.

» Students stopped sleeping in the class rooms,
they were active and attentive in the class.
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inculcate some basic values in students, namely
1. To wake up early in the morning.

2. To do homework/study in the moming and eve-
nings.

3. Coming to school on time.

4. Always speaking the truth and respecting par-
ents and elders.

5. Not to vandalize school and other public prop-
erties.

6. To keep the school campus clean (litter free)

* Any valuable material seen lying in the
premises or in the classrooms were handed over
to the head of the institution by the students.

Thus by stressing on values in every aspect of
school life, we the teachers and the principals can
play our role in shaping the citizens of tomorrow.

Reference:

Education for values in school- A framework by
NCERT: Department of Educational Psychology and
Foundations of Education
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Education is an important topic on every ong’s
mind because of the important role it plays in
developing an individual, opening up opportunities
in life and building citizens of the future. There are
specific challenges as well as opportunities in front
of us. A shared responsibility among all stake
holders 1s what which is needed to build a better
education system and a better India.

Some important challenges in education
The diversity challenge

India is the largest democracy in the world
with a multi linguistic and multi-cultural society. It
is a challenge to provide education under a
common system. Similarly, there are challenges in
implementing any new system all over the country
simultaneously. Monitoring institutions for prompt,
successtul and quality implementation is another
difficult area.

Globalisation and its effect in education

The demands from education have undergone
major changes with the advent of globalisation and
the knowledge economy. It is no more sufficient to
train people for performing repetitive processes
(manufacturing economy) but there is a need to
develop people who can innovate and work with
ideas (knowledge economy).

Our mass education system with its focus on
rote learning cannot meet these demands. In this
age of information explosion, the teacher is not the
only source of information for the learner but is one
of the sources of information.

Conunercialisation of education

Economic development has resulted in
increased affordability and therefore greater
aspirations among consumers. The same consumer
mind-set has now spread to education. However,
there is a problem with this thinking. We cannot
ignore the government school system since educa-
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tion is the fundamental duty of the state. It is an
important equaliser in society and therefore educa-
tion cannot be offered for a price only to those who
can afford it.

Job orientation at the cost of holistic
development

Our society places an over emphasis on job
orientation even if it comes at the cost of
developing the other inbom skills.

In order to explore a solution to these issues,
we need to step back and answer some fundamental
questions about education. E.g. what 1s 1t that
education 1s supposed to do? How do children
learn? What is the role of the teacher in this
process? What is the role of the system? And what
is the role of society?

Aims of education

The ultimate aim of education is to untold the
hidden talents of a person so that he can play a
pivotal role in catering to the needs of the society.
He has to play his part as an enlightened member of
a society. Education means, ““integrated develop-
ment of personality”. It should impart valuable
training to the hand, head and heart. Education is a
process of leading, shaping, forming and moulding
an individual into the standard form of society. It is
important for the teacher to keep these aims in mind
because it helps her to connect her classroom
activity towards a desired future outcome and
continuously reflect on whether her methods are
helping her and her students get there.

How children learn

As beliefs cannot be hammered in, the needed
attitudes also cannot be plastered on. In schools,
particularly teachers help a student to think,
analyse, create and recreate our culture, belief,
tradition and practices. The idea that all children
are naturally motivated and are capable of learning
new things needs to be understood. Children learn
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in different ways; experience, making and doing
things, experimentation, reading, discussion,
asking, listening, thinking, reflecting, writing
would be some of the means through which a child
learns. Thus, it gradually develops a certain system
of' behaviour, a certain disposition of action.

Changing role of teachers

Like we discussed earlier, the teacher needs to
move from the role of the information provider to
someone who helps children make sense ot infor-
mation and thinks independently. The classroom
process needs to encourage children to ask
questions, discuss with their peers, try hands-on
application and relate what they learn to their life.
Here the teacher’s role is that of an active
facilitator. The latest advent of Continuous and
Comprehensive Evaluation system ideally gives a
lot of scope for reflective teaching and holistic
development of the child.

We the teachers have to play a predominant
role in bringing out a social change. It 1s our
primary duty to be sincere and honest to our teach-
ing profession. A change in the attitude of
the teacher is essential. Updating our
knowledge with the latest tools and tech-
niques must be encouraged. A teacher
should be more courteous, humble, simple
and reachable. The teacher should be a role
model for the students in all aspects espe-
cially in discipline. The role of a teacher is
not only to produce intellectuals but also
bring out good citizens who understand
social responsibilities and moral values.

Role of Government Education
system

The entire burden lies on the
shoulders of the Government institutions
to bridge this vast gap between the society
and the learners. The system should try to
ensure quality infrastructure and amenities
in the school. Freedom for developing
interesting class room experiences must be
provided to the teachers. Changes should
take place slowly and steadily and quality
education must be the top priority of the

authorities.
Role of Community

Community including parents as well
as others in the school locality have a

major tole in education. We have already discussed
that children learn better when taught in their
context, community has a major role in this! Often
community stays away from the classroom, this
should change; teachers could seek help from them
in incorporating contextual examples while
planning pedagogy. Parents Teachers Association
should play a major tole in creating a congenial
atmosphere in the school.

The society is ready to spend anything for their
wards to get quality education. The policy makers,
educationists and the social activists must focus
more on the basic amenities of the school thus
making the learning process simple and joytul. A
long sighted constructive programme with the
co-operation of the teaching community to attract
the parents’ community towards the Government
institution is the need of this hour.

Reference:
1. National Curriculum Framework 2005 -
NCERT 23
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AZIM PREMJI FOUNDATION For any further details please contact:
Puducherry District Institute 05977 76719

#5 Nessa lllam, PSCB Nagar, Opp, to RTO Office

Puducherry - 605 004 96009 16575

Phone: 0413 2355095 95004 00446

www.azimpremjifoundation. org



